Progressive Democrats of NC

2007 Draft Resolutions to the North Carolina Democratic Party State Executive Committee Meeting January 20, 2007
1. Legislative Advocacy
Whereas the clear purpose of the North Carolina Democratic Party passing resolutions pertaining to its priorities for legislation in the North Carolina General Assembly is to add its voice and its influence to assist in the passage of such legislation; and 

Whereas the North Carolina Democratic Party has historically had a poor record of seeing is resolutions passed into law even when, as now, Democrats control both houses of the legislature and the governorship;

Therefore be it resolved that the Chair, officers, and staff of the Party shall, at the beginning of each legislative session, and periodically throughout the session, meet with the House and Senate leadership and appropriate committee chairs to strongly advocate for the resolutions passed by the party, develop an effective media strategy to the same end, and effectively mobilize Party grassroots activists to work locally with their representatives toward passage of these bills; and 

Be it further resolved that the Party Chair make it a major priority of the state Party, to hire a qualified and experienced lobbyist to advance the Party’s priorities in the State Legislature; and

Be it further resolved that the Chair, appropriate officers, and regional staff of the party also meet with our Democratic congressional representatives, and, as soon as they are elected, our US senators to similarly and regularly advocate the Party’s priorities for national legislation.
2. Appointment of State Board of Elections Members

Whereas the State Board of Elections (SBOE) is charged with ensuring the integrity of elections in NC and selecting voting equipment under the HAVA Act of 2002; and

Whereas the preservation of voter verified paper ballots is absolutely essential to audit and insure the accuracy of our elections; and

Whereas the method of appointing members of the State Board of Elections was altered during the 2005-06 Session of the General Assembly resulting in the reappointment of an SBOE member who was openly hostile to voter verified paper ballots, and was unacceptable to the Chairman of the Democratic Party; 

Therefore be it resolved that the Democratic Party of North Carolina will use all of its influence to encourage the 2007 General Assembly to immediately restore the method of appointing members of the SBOE under Section 23A.3 G.S. 163-19 to the method used before the 2005-06 alteration, whereby the Governor shall appoint members only from the lists provided by the Chairmen of the Parties. 

3. Election Reform
Whereas studies by independent research organizations show that campaign contributions to judges from individuals and groups who have, or will have, business with the court has dropped from 73% of non-family contributions in 2002 to 14% of non-family contributions following passage of the Judicial Reform Act; and 

Whereas the Judicial Reform Act has resulted in a large expansion of the number of voters who make contributions to judicial candidates; and 

Whereas the Judicial Reform Act provides appropriate guidelines that can be applied to the elections for Council of State offices if the problem of 527 contributions is addressed; and Whereas the North Carolina Democratic Party is committed to election rules that promote maximum voter participation and calls for a Voter-Owned elections in its platform, in the last two SEC meetings, and in the last state Convention; 

Therefore be it resolved that the Democratic Party of North Carolina will use all of its influence to encourage the 2007 General Assembly to immediately introduce and support a bill to apply the principles of Voter Owned Elections from the Judicial Reform Act to the elections of members of the NC Council of State; and 

Be in further resolved that the Judicial Reform Act be amended to explicitly count spending by 527 committees in the totals that can trigger the issuance of rescue funds, and

Be it further resolved that the Governor of NC designate Election Day as a State Holiday to encourage maximum voter participation. 
4. RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF "SAME-DAY REGISTRATION" IN NC

Whereas more than half of the voting-age adults in North Carolina do not generally participate in elections, and voter turnout in our state is below the national average, and

Whereas current North Carolina law requires that citizens register to vote twenty-five (25) days prior to an election, and

Whereas this registration deadline, which is as early as mid-September for municipal elections, is often missed by people of color, youth, rural residents, persons with disabilities, and the poor, and
Whereas states that offer citizens an opportunity to register and vote on the same day enjoy higher voter turnout rates, which exceed the national average by 8 to 15 percentage points, and

Whereas the presence of "early-voting" sites in North Carolina, makes it possible to administer same-day registering and voting efficiently while protecting against fraud, and

Whereas the North Carolina General Assembly has considered, allowing citizens to register and vote immediately at one-stop polling places, provided they pass a stringent identity verification, and

Whereas the current version of the bill specifically does not allow individuals who are already registered to change their party registration in the same-day registration process, and 

Whereas in the 2008 election will be critical for our state and nation to have maximum turnout;
Therefore be it resolved that the North Carolina Democratic Party endorses the concept of Same-Day Registration and urges Democratic legislators to support it and urges that the practice of Same-Day Registration be passed for use in the 2008 elections.

5. Independent Redistricting Commission
Whereas the Democratic Party of North Carolina strongly believes that competitive elections are the essence of democracy, and 

Whereas that the present partisan system of drawing district lines results in a situation in which fewer than 15% of North Carolina legislative districts are typically considered competitive and in 2006 fewer than half the districts had more than one candidate running in the general election, and
Whereas it is in the best long-term interests of the Democratic Party to foster electoral democracy and a government of, by, and for the people and to reform the redistricting process when it is in power and can better assure a fair and transparent outcome,

Therefore be it resolved that in order to create legislative and congressional districts that are representative of the population and districting plans that result in competitive congressional and legislative districts, the North Carolina Democratic Party will use all of its influence to encourage the 2007 General Assembly to immediately introduce and support a bill to create a Nonpartisan Independent Redistricting Commission which includes the following criteria:

(1) The Commission should be structured so that any redistricting plan requires the support of other political parties and shall respect the rights of unaffiliated voters.

(2) Approval of redistricting plans should require approval by a super-majority of the Commission.

(3) The Commission should be made up of an odd number of members who reflect the geographic, racial, ethnic, gender, and age diversity of the state.

(4) Districts shall comply with the United States Constitution and the Voting Rights Act to ensure minority voting interests are protected.

(5) District boundaries shall respect communities of interest to the extent practicable, including local government boundaries, and shall be geographically compact and contiguous. 

(6) Competitive districts shall be favored.  

(7) The Commission shall conduct public hearings throughout the state, open all regular meetings, and make all materials publicly available for free.

(8) Members of the Commission shall be prohibited from all ex-parte communications with members of the legislature, other elected officials, former elected officials, candidates for office, representatives of political parties and registered lobbyists regarding redistricting. 
(9) Redistricting shall occur once every 10 years following the decennial U.S. Census and Congressional Reapportionment, unless another plan is approved by a vote of the people or required by court order.

(10) A system should be established that allows for judicial review of plans and for a clear process for timely review in the event of legal challenges.

(11) The Commission should also consider the creation of proportional representation systems and multi-member districts.   Proportional representation systems can more accurately reflect the will of a district's voters by allowing voters in the minority to win a share of representation alongside voters in the majority.

6. End the Winner-Take-All System of Awarding Presidential Electors

Whereas the current Democratic Party Platform calls for the proportional allocation of Presidential Electors; and

Whereas, over the last eight (8) presidential elections, the candidates who won NC’s electoral votes received, on average, only 53.6% of the popular vote; and

Whereas a system of awarding presidential electors proportionally would reflect the popular vote more closely than the current “winner-take-all” system and therefore be more democratic; and Whereas a majority of Americans support electing the President by popular vote; and 

Whereas the US Constitution gives the NC General Assembly the power to choose the method by which NC presidential electors are awarded; 

Therefore be it resolved that the Democratic Party of North Carolina will use all of its influence to encourage the 2007 General Assembly to immediately introduce and support a bill to implement a system of proportional allocation of Presidential Electors in time for its use in the 2008 Presidential election. 

7. Progressive Taxation

Whereas North Carolina has historically been committed to a progressive system of taxation, primarily through a graduated income tax, and

Whereas over the past 25 years the entire revenue system has gradually lost much of its progressive character, as regressive sales tax increases, which disproportionately burden low and moderate-income families, have been used by the legislature to raise considerably more revenue than the graduated income tax, and  

Whereas more and more of the economy revolves around services and internet sales, which are often not taxed, and can be difficult to collect when they are taxed, and

Whereas a tax system that fails to recognize the economy of modern services and e-business has become deeply flawed and threatens the state’s ability to pay for education and human service needs in the 21st century;

Therefore be it resolved that the North Carolina Democratic Party will use all of its influence to encourage the 2007 General Assembly to promote progressive, simple, fiscally responsible tax policies that advance economic prosperity for working families, as well as economic growth for the entire economy, including: 

(1) Ending the practice of excessively taxing earned income in order to provide a tax subsidy for unearned income,

(2) Utilizing the 2005 report of the N.C. Justice Center entitled “A 21st Century Revenue Plan: Funding State Government in a Fair and Sustainable Way” in the work of the legislature’s Local Fiscal Modernization Study Commission,

(3) Implementing the “Studies Act” (House Bill 1723, Session Law 2006-248), and fully funding the Government Performance Audit Committee authorized by that Act,
(4) Increasing the Tobacco Tax to generate adequate funds to cover tobacco related health care costs incurred by the taxpayers of North Carolina,

(5) Phasing out the regressive sales tax on unprepared food,

(6) Expanding the Earned Income Tax Credit for those who work, yet remain in poverty,

(7) Enacting the Homestead Exemption Bills (SB1891 and HB 1830 in the 2006 legislature) to freeze property taxes for the elderly on fixed incomes,

(8) Empowering local governments with additional tools of progressive taxation with which to meet their expanding needs, including impact and transfer fees. 

8. Collective Bargaining for State Employees

Whereas North Carolina’s General Statute § 95-98 prohibits collective bargaining by state and local government employees, denying the right to collective bargaining to 650,000 public employees; and

Whereas denial of the right to collective bargaining is a violation of labor protections guaranteed by the North American Agreement for Labor Cooperation (NAALC), and by conventions of the International Labor Organization (ILO); and

Whereas the NAALC and other international agreements also require standards of due process for workers, protection of health and safety on the job, and protection against employment discrimination, and in denying its workers the right to negotiate contracts, the state weakens these protections as well; 

Therefore be it resolved that the Democratic Party of North Carolina will use all of its influence to encourage the 2007 General Assembly to immediately introduce and support a bill to repeal NC GS § 95-98. 
9. Education Lottery Funding
Whereas H1023, the bill that created the North Carolina State Lottery, originally stated "The net revenues generated by the lottery shall not supplant revenues already expended or projected to be expended for those public purposes, and lottery net revenues shall supplement rather than be used as substitute funds for the total amount of money allocated for those public purposes," and 

Whereas that language was removed in the final version of the bill; and 

Whereas the NC Office of State Budget and Management has reported that $210 million of lottery proceeds will be used for funding the More at Four program and for reducing class sizes in elementary schools, programs which already were funded in the fiscal year 2005-06 appropriations bill; and 

Whereas all net proceeds from the education lottery ought to be spent to improve educational opportunities in the state beyond the levels that are provided by educational funding in the general fund;

Therefore be it resolved that the North Carolina Democratic Party will use all of its influence to encourage the 2007 General Assembly to immediately introduce and support a bill in the General Assembly to provide that lottery revenues deposited in the special fund for education be used only for programs to improve educational opportunities that are not normally funded from the state general fund, and that net proceeds from the lottery be transferred quarterly, not annually as at present, to the special fund for education.
10. High Quality, Well Funded, Diverse Schools for All Children 
Whereas the North Carolina Constitution requires adequate and non-segregated schools; and Whereas North Carolina schools are increasingly segregated by race and class; and 

Whereas wide discrepancies in school funding levels have been well documented and have been found to be unconstitutional; and 

Whereas the State needs to act immediately to ensure that we don’t have another lost generation of children from inner-city and low wealth rural school districts; 

Therefore be it resolved that the North Carolina Democratic Party strongly urges its legislators, as a matter of the highest priority, to pass legislation this session to redress this unconstitutional discrimination and inadequacies in education including full funding of the state’s obligations under the Leandro decision, and 

Be it further resolved that the North Carolina Democratic Party strongly urges its legislators, as a matter of the highest priority, to pass legislation and funding this session for a five-year commitment to place Special Leadership Teams consisting of 3 to 5 master teachers, administrators, and community organizers in those schools that are now deemed inadequate.

11. Clean Energy Future
Whereas climate change is a major threat to North Carolina and the state has a strong moral and practical obligation to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions; and 

Whereas NC utilities are in the process of seeking permits to build two new coal plants and up to two new nuclear reactors; and 

Whereas new coal plants would directly and substantially increase the state’s greenhouse gas emissions and new nuclear reactors would compound present unresolved nuclear safety, security, and waste problems and divert billions of dollars which could more effectively and safely be used to meet energy demand through energy efficiency and renewable energy; and 

Whereas studies commissioned by the NC Utilities Commission and other data strongly support the environmentalist’s contention that an aggressive program of energy efficiency and renewable energy can make building these new plants unnecessary while providing reliable electric service; and 

Whereas studies consistently demonstrate that energy efficiency and renewable energy programs move the state toward energy independence and create many thousands more jobs than centralized power plants and these would be distributed across the state rather than centralized in a few counties;

Therefore be it resolved that the North Carolina Democratic Party strongly urges its legislators, as a matter of the highest priority, to pass legislation this session applying to investor-owned utilities to:

(1) Create a state Renewable and Efficiency Portfolio Standard (REPS) which would establish a requirement that a minimum percentage of the electricity sold in North Carolina be supplied by energy efficiency and renewable energy with the goal of meeting at least at least 20% of investor-owned utility electric sales in North Carolina by 2020; and

(2) Create a state Public Benefit Fund, consisting of a small charge on each kilowatt hour of electricity sold (costing about $1/mo. per household) to promote cost-effective energy efficiency programs, do low-income weatherization, and train a workforce to implement efficiency and renewable services; and

(3) Assure recurring appropriations for the highly successful State Energy Office of at least $5 million per year; and 

(4) Maximize state and private use of high performance building technology and funding mechanisms in order to lower power bills, reduce electricity demand, and mitigate global warming; and

(5) Change the structure of electric utility rates to align utility profit incentives with accelerated development of energy efficiency and renewable energy sources statewide.
12. Right to Health Care

Whereas, almost one third of North Carolinians (2.5 million people) are without health insurance coverage during at least part of each year and another million North Carolinians have inadequate health insurance coverage, and
Whereas, nearly half of individual bankruptcy filings are related to medical bills, and
Whereas, the uninsured receive fewer health care services and are more likely to suffer from preventable health problems, and
Whereas, most uninsured adults have jobs but cannot afford health insurance, and
Whereas, many of those families with health insurance are susceptible to losing it due to unemployment resulting from a layoff or a serious accident or illness, and 

Whereas, this resolution has been repeatedly adopted by the Party and the need for it increases every year as the General Assembly refuses to address it due resistance by the health insurance and health care industry,

Therefore be it resolved that the North Carolina Democratic Party use all of its influence to encourage the 2007 General Assembly North Carolina General Assembly to support Representative Verla Insko's Bill on the Right to Health Care; this bill would give voters the opportunity to decide by referendum whether the North Carolina Constitution should be amended to guarantee that residents of our state enjoy the right to health care, just as it does the right to education. If the resolution passes it would mandate that the General Assembly create a plan to bring about affordable health care for all in the state.

13. Death Penalty Moratorium
Whereas the current Democratic Party Platform calls for a moratorium on the death penalty, and 

Whereas resolutions in support of a moratorium on executions have been passed by 38 local governments, including the cities of Greensboro, Winston-Salem, Chapel Hill, Carrboro, Durham, Charlotte, Asheville, Thomasville, Hillsborough, Cary and Fayetteville, as well as the counties of Guilford, Durham, Orange, Chatham and Bertie; and

Whereas the 2005 NC State Senate supported a two-year moratorium on executions by passing SB 972; and 

Whereas the Death Penalty represents the ultimate and irreversible expression of state power granted to it by the citizens of NC, requiring careful oversight and supervision; and Whereas commissions created to study the issue, including one created by the 2005 NC House, continue to find a racial bias and prosecutorial misconduct in the administration of the Death Penalty; 

Therefore be it resolved that the North Carolina Democratic Party will use all of its influence to encourage the 2007 General Assembly to immediately implement a Moratorium on the Death Penalty, to remain in effect until such time as the State of NC implements policies and procedures that: 

(1) Ensure that death penalty cases are administered fairly and impartially in accordance with basic due process, 

(2) Eliminate racial disparities in charging, sentencing and imposition, 

(3) Eliminate the risk that innocent persons may be executed, and 

(4) Prevent the execution of mentally disabled persons and persons under the age of 18 at the time of their offenses. 
14. Out of Iraq

Whereas there is remarkable bipartisan agreement from the majority of American people that the Bush Administration's current occupation strategy of the last three years is not succeeding and cannot ever succeed and further military efforts along these lines are politically unacceptable to the American people, as shown by the 2006 election results, and 

Whereas the Iraqi people have the inalienable right to full economic, political, and social self-determination, and full control of all Iraqi oil, land, and other resources, and that the only legitimate American policy goal in Iraq is that the Iraqis achieve self-government in a manner that all significant sectors of that society accept as fair and just, and

Whereas there is no tolerance among the Iraqi people for any continuation of the U.S. occupation of Iraq, and, as recently revealed by General Abizaid, not even any tolerance by the current Iraqi government, nor our own top military commanders, for an allegedly temporary substantial increase of substantial American forces to be deployed in Iraq, and 

Whereas the Democratic Party, in its deep gratitude and unalterable support for the dedication and bravery of our service men and women and their families, cannot stand idly by while even one more of our service men or women is killed or maimed by prolonging the senseless occupation policy of the Bush Administration, 

Therefore be it resolved that the North Carolina Democratic Party State Executive Committee shall call upon the US Congressional leadership to: 

(1) Immediately vote for any and all resolutions consistent with an overall purpose of ending the occupation of Iraq, and starting the orderly redeployment and withdrawal of troops by the summer of 2007 

(2) Maintain its resolve not to fund any permanent US bases in Iraq 

(3) support resolutions such as the Murtha Plan and H.R. 4232 (to be renumbered in the next session), a resolution to oppose any funding not consonant with the foregoing. 

15. No Preemptive War Against Iran

Whereas there is no credible evidence that Iran poses a serious threat to the United States or its allies in the near future, and arms experts agree that Iran is many years away from developing viable nuclear weaponry; and

Whereas arms experts believe that there is no viable military way to destroy whatever nuclear capability Iran may be developing without a major offensive resulting in the deaths of multitudes of civilians; and

Whereas the Middle East is already highly destabilized as a result of actions of the United States in Iraq and elsewhere in the region; and Whereas it is hypocritical for the United States to actively support existing nuclear development in neighboring countries such as Israel, Pakistan, and India, and to propose developing new nuclear weaponry in the United States, while proposing to militarily attack Iran for possible future such development; and

Whereas the credibility of the United States is at an all-time low in the world, especially the Middle East; and

Whereas the United Nations does not support a preemptive war against Iran,

Therefore be it resolved that the North Carolina Democratic Party State Executive Committee shall call upon the US Congressional Leadership to reject any requests from the Bush administration for funds for a preemptive war against Iran, and under no circumstances give the President a "blank check" to deal with the situation as he deems proper; and

Be it further resolved that the North Carolina Democratic Party strongly urge Congress to remind the Executive Branch of the War Powers Act and to not abdicate its responsibilities 

under this act.  

